i               HARMONIOUS SYSTEMS            15

case is not " regeneration " proper, i.e. not a process
of budding from a wound as is the case in the
restitution of an earthworm cut into parts. The
hydroid Tubularia offers a very typical instance of
harmonious restitution ; but more instructive still
is the case of the restitution of the branchial apparatus
in the Ascidian Clave/Una, which therefore may
be shortly analysed. In Clavellina the branchial
apparatus is quite separated from the rest of the
body. If you isolate it by a cut, it either regenerates
the body in the usual way by budding processes, or
it behaves very differently : it undergoes a complete
reduction of form, until it is but a minute sphere, and
then, after a few days of rest, transforms itself as it
is into a complete little Ascidian. This, certainly, is
a very strange process ; but much more remarkable
with regard to our problem is what follows. Isolate
the branchial apparatus and then cut it into two
pieces of any shape you like ; each portion will then
reduce its form, rest for a few days, and finally
transform itself into a complete little animal, as did the
whole branchial apparatus in the former experiment.
The branchial apparatus of Clavellina, therefore, is
the very type of a harmonious-equipotential system :
each element of it is able to perform any single
rnorphogenetic action that is required, and all the
elements together work in harmony in each single
case. For the cut may be made quite at random.

How, then, are we to account for these wonderful
phenomena of life ? Let us first enumerate all the
possibilities of becoming that might seem to be
present here at the first glance, but are found not